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WISTOW PARISH COUNCIL 

Clerk: Jessica Knights  

 
E-mail: parishclerk@wistowcambsparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Tel: 07899987819 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING   Full Council 
TIME 7.30pm     
DATE     Tuesday, 30th July 2024 
VENUE     Village Hall, Manor Street, Wistow, Cambs 
MEMBERS    7 
QUORUM    3 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
07.24/1 
 
 
 

Welcome and to receive and approve Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies received for Cllr Harris, Cllr Gregory, District Cllr Costello and County Cllr Corney.  
 

07.24/2 
 
 
 
 

To receive Declarations of Interest  
 
No disclosable pecuniary interests declared.  

07.24/3 
 
 

Public Participation 
 
No public attended. 

07.24/4 
 
 
 

District Councillors and County Councillor reports 
 
District Councillor Lowe: 
 

- Ramsey Improvements Consultation. 
- Defib Funding available. 
- Free health check for over 40s. Residents need to contact their GP. 
- Removal of green bins has started. 
- Hunts Futures Grants. 
- Community Chest Grant. 
- Annual Meeting of Parish and Town Councils. 
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07.24/5 
 
 

Minutes of last meeting 
 
All approved the minutes of the meeting held on 28th May 2024. 

 
07.24/6 
 

 
Matters arising log or carried forward from the previous meeting 

 a. Flooding 

Meeting with Highways took place on 18th June 2024 to discuss all issues Wistow has 

and continues to face.  

Highways are investigating who is responsible for the blocked culvert near 

Westmoreland.  

Cllr Costello is pushing for Wistow and neighbouring villages to have the gulleys 

cleared in 2024 with CCC instead of 2025 as planned by them. 

Cllr Smith has discussed with Gerry Pye planning for the 2024 Winter. 

 

b. Website & Operations 

Clerk confirmed all up to date. 

Clerk will now update the website to reflect the working Cllr WPC emails. 

 

c. Playing field 

All approved the quote of £150 for the yearly playground inspection with Wicksteed 

Park. 

Clerk to order replacement of red bin liners. 

 

d. Village Hall 

All reviewed the outcome of meeting with planning at HDC and confirmed to 

proceed with the quote from TJ Services of £570 for trimming of the Ash Tree. 

 
e. Highways 

Cllr Simms confirmed the new speed monitor has arrived. This speed monitor is 

more advanced and captures photographic evidence of speeding cars. Cllr Simms 

confirmed the best place for the speed monitor is on Mill Road given the size of the 

new monitor and health and safety restrictions. Cllr Simms stated that the monitor is 

extremely heavy and will require a pop up frame to be purchased to allow 

installation. All Cllrs agreed to the purchase of the frame and for Cllr Simms to 

obtain quotes. Cllr Simms also confirmed the system will need programming which 

he will do and will confirm with the Council when it is ready for installation. Cllr 

Twigden has offered to help Cllr Simms with the installation. 

 

Cllr Simms also made the Council aware of the new 20 mph rollout in Huntingdon. 

 

f. Church 

All agreed to the quote received from Gerry Pye for a robust St George Flag of £55 

for the Church. 
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g. Rotary Funding 

All agreed for the planters, to be located at the bus stop (x2) and 1 on exit and 

entrance to the village. These will be built and installed by Cllr Simms and Cllr 

Twigden on 17th August 2024 at 9:30am. 

All agreed for the bug hotels, to be located at two difference points in the playing 

field and will be built and installed by Cllr Boulton, Cllr Simms and Cllr Twigden on 

17th August 2024 at 9:30am. Cllr Boulton mentioned that the bug hotels may require 

signage and the Clerk will look into this. 

All Cllrs agreed to see if anyone from the village would like to volunteer to maintain 

the planters. Clerk confirmed she will do a social post to obtain interest. 

 

All agreed for the mixed bulb planting day to take place on 21st September 2024 and 

will be planted on the verges at you enter/leave the village. 

 

h. Clerk Training CILCA 

All agreed for the Clerk to become CILCA qualified with training fees of £850 given 

the value it adds to the Parish. Clerk confirmed she will be attending an introduction 

to what is involved to become CILCA qualified to ensure the qualification is suitable. 

Cllr Boulton mentioned an agreement between Clerk and Council re paying back if 

Clerk leaves employment within a certain period. Clerk confirmed she agrees with 

this. 

 

i. Grass Cutting Contract 

The grass cutting contract comes to end on 30th September 2024.  

Clerk will post on socials and website for any local companies to apply for the 

contract. This will be an expression of interest in the first instance and all companies 

must have the following: 

- Provide own equipment 

- Fuel 

- Public Liability Insurance of 1 mil 

- No Sub-contractors 

- Must live within 10 miles of Wistow 

 

All confirmed that the contract will be 2 cuts during the months of April – October 

and monthly cuts during the remaining months.  

 

All confirmed to relay this message to Ray Jackson for remaining months left of his 

contract and to ask him to cut the grass as short as possible. 

 

07.24/7 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk’s Report 
 
Village Hall 
Ray Jackson has very kindly confirmed he will weed and spray the outside of the Village Hall 
free of charge. 
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Planning Application agreed for works on the Ash Tree. 
 
Playing Field 
Contacted Wicksteed Park to arrange annual inspection for end of September 2024. 
 
Contacted RFM regarding painting of play equipment which is booked in for 2nd September 
2024 to allow the children to use the equipment in the summer months. 
 
Gate to playing field has been fixed, free of charge by Ray Jackson. 
 
Website 
News section all up to date. 
 
External Audit 
Waiting for external audit from PKF Littlejohn LLP. 
 
Finance 
All updated, balancing and approved by internal auditor, Cllr Harris. 
 
VAT return submitted for January 24-May 24 and received. 
 
Fees received from CCC for grass cutting contribution. 
 
Contacted Ray Jackson to discuss options on Grass Cutting. The grass cutting fees are a little 
more than expected due to the amount the grass is growing due to the variance in weather, 
however, this will slowly be reducing.  
 
Operations 
Filing old documents. 
 
Document Retention & Archiving 
Work has begun on the above. 
 
Impact Group of Warboys – Ramsey Rotary 
Application successful for £550 for planters, bug hotels and daffodil planting. The funds have 
been received and Clerk has purchased the equipment previously agreed. 
 
Highways 
Updates submitted on facebook regarding upcoming highways events that may affect 
Wistow residents. 
 
Contact made with CCC re blocked culvert at Westmorland, Mill Road. 
 
Chase ups sent regarding Oaklands fallen sign. 
 
Fly tipping reported for Wistow Bends. 
 
Wistow Loop 
Clerk has contacted local farmer, Richard Blackhurst to seek his assistance of creating a 
Wistow Loop / Permissive Access. 
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07.24/8a 
 
 
07.24/8b 
 
 
 

Clerk has prepared and mapped out the Harris Loop and the Hill Loop that Richard 
Blackhurst kindly provides permissive access on. All residents can contact the clerk for a copy 
of the map. 
 
Insurance 
Renewal document completed and sent for quotation. 
 
Gulley Clearance 
District Cllr Costello is raising the issue of gulley clearance with HDC to try to bring it 
forwards to 2024 instead of 2025. A detailed response have been provided to Cllr Costello to 
support Wistow’s case. 
 
CAPALC Awards 
Clerk has entered the PC into the Small Council of the Year and the Environmental Awards. 

 
 
Notification of planning items 
 
New 
 
Past 
Appeal Consultation - Land West Of 1 Parsonage Street Wistow (ref 23/02055/FUL) – 
Approved by all 
Land East Of 2 Oaklands Avenue Wistow (ref 24/01042/OUT) – Approved by all 

07.24/9 
 

Finance 
 
All approved the payments below: 
 

Date Payee Description Amount £ 
1 Jessica Knights Salary  £   385.88 

 
2 Total Energies Electricity £   137.75 
3 Ray Jackson Grass Cutting £ 1,050.00 
    
9a 
 
 
9b 
 
 
9c 
 
9d 
 
 
9e 
 
9f 
 
9g 

All reviewed and noted the Income and Expenditure Account for June & July 24 (within 
meeting papers). 
 
All reviewed and noted the note cash book and other files for June & July 24 (within meeting 
papers) 
 
All reviewed and noted the bank reconciliation for June & July 24 (within meeting papers). 
 
All reviewed and noted the bank balances, interest and charges in the current and deposit 
accounts 
 
All reviewed and noted the June & July 24 cash flow (within meeting papers) 
 
All reviewed and noted the budget for June & July 24. 
 
All reviewed and noted the monthly audit. 
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07.24/10 
 

Correspondence and Communications 
 
The following correspondence was circulated and reviewed by all Councillors: 
 

- CILCA benefits & price 
- Grass Cutting review 
- HDC Planning (Ash Tree VH) 
- VHC Minutes 

 
 

07.24/11 
 
11a 
 
 
11b 
 
 
11c 
 
 
11d 
 
 
11e 
 
 
11f 
 
 
11g 
 
 
11h 

Portfolio Responsibilities 
 
Litter/village maintenance - Cllr Leaton-Kemp   
No further comments made. 
 
Playing field - Cllr Twigden   
No further comments made. 
 
Countryside - Cllr Gregory  
No further comments made. 
 
Website/ Operations - Clerk 
No further comments made. 
 
Trees/Grass - Cllr. T Harris 
No further comments made. 
 
Highways - Cllr. Simms  
No further comments made. 
 
Flooding/Neighbourhood Watch - Cllr. Smith 
No further comments made. 
 
Village Hall – Cllr Boulton 
No further comments made. 
 

  
07.24/12 
 

Matters for future consideration 
 
No matters for discussion at the next meeting were raised. 
 

07.24/13 
 
 

Dates of next meeting 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will take place on Tuesday 24th September 2024 in the Village 
Hall at 7.30pm.   
 
 

 


