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Chairman’s Report for the Annual Parish Meeting on 19th May 2026 

It is my pleasure to present this year’s Chairman’s Report and to reflect on the past year in our parish. 

I would like to begin by thanking all councillors, staff, volunteers, and members of the community for 

their continued commitment, time, and effort. The strength of our parish lies in the willingness of 

people to contribute, often quietly and without recognition. 

Over the past year, the Parish Council has worked to maintain and improve the services and facilities 

that matter most to residents. Key areas of focus have included the upkeep of public spaces and 

speeding. Despite ongoing financial pressures and increasing demands, we have sought to manage 

resources carefully while continuing to deliver value for money. 

One of our priorities has been the maintenance and enhancement of community assets. This has 

included regular attention to parks, play areas, and open spaces to ensure they remain safe, clean, and 

accessible. We have also responded to residents’ concerns where possible, whether relating to 

highways, environmental issues, or local amenities, working alongside the district and county 

authorities where responsibilities overlap. 

Community engagement has remained central to our work. We have continued to encourage residents 

to attend meetings, share their views, and participate in local events. It is through this dialogue that 

we can better understand the needs and priorities of the parish. I would like to acknowledge the 

valuable contribution of local groups and organisations, whose efforts enrich community life and foster 

a strong sense of belonging. 

Planning continues to be an area of significant importance. The Council has carefully considered 

applications and submitted comments to ensure that development within the parish is appropriate, 

sustainable, and reflective of local character. While we do not make final decisions, our role in 

representing the community’s voice remains vital. 

Financially, the Council has maintained a stable position. We have reviewed our budget carefully, 

balancing the need to keep the precept at a reasonable level with the necessity of funding essential 

services and future projects. Transparency and accountability remain at the heart of our financial 

management. 

Looking ahead, there are both challenges and opportunities. We will continue to focus on maintaining 

services, supporting community wellbeing, and exploring ways to improve facilities where feasible. 

Collaboration with residents, local authorities, and partner organisations will be key to achieving these 

goals. One of the Council’s main priorities is implementing and receiving funding for a 20mph speed 

limit and road narrowing. 



Finally, I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their dedication and constructive approach 

throughout the year. I also extend thanks to the Clerk for their professionalism and support in ensuring 

the smooth running of the Council. 

Councillor Nick Simms 

Chairman of Wistow Parish Council 


