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Introduction

This report outlines the activities, achievements, and financial position of the Wistow
Village Hall Management Committee for the period from May 2025 through to April 2026.

Committee Membership

During the year under review, the composition of the Committee changed, with several
members stepping down and new members joining. The Committee extends its sincere
thanks to Steve Jenkins, Phil Thorpe, Carol Gardner, and John Whitelock for their valued
service and contributions, and we wish them well for the future.

We were pleased to welcome Councillor Rice as the Wistow Parish Council representative,
along with new members Rebecca East, Charlie Drake, Clive Williams, and Jonathan
Hannaby. Their support and active involvement have been greatly appreciated.

Events and Community Engagement

The Committee organised and supported a number of successful fundraising and
community events throughout the year.

The annual Wistowfest, held on 12 July 2025 at the village playing fields in Oaklands
Avenue, was a key highlight. Benefiting from favourable weather, the event featured live
music, a barbecue, and a range of games, and was well attended by local residents.

Another significant milestone was the commemoration of the 80th anniversary of VE Day,
delivered in collaboration with local organisations. Over four days, events included an
exhibition, vigil, procession, service, and themed quiz, demonstrating strong community
cooperation.

In addition, several smaller fundraising events were hosted in the Village Hall, including a
quiz night, poker night, and Cornhole Challenge.

Financial Overview

Total income for the year amounted to £4,853, while expenditure totalled £6,798, resulting
in a deficit of £1,945. This shortfall was met from reserves, leaving approximately £2,900
remaining—equivalent to around one year’s running costs excluding administration.



Current fundraising supports day-to-day operations but does not yet cover long-term
maintenance needs.

Maintenance and Future Funding

As a Grade II listed building, the Village Hall requires ongoing investment to remain safe and
functional. The Committee is exploring additional funding opportunities and reviewing
required works to support long-term sustainability.

Conclusion and Future Considerations

Looking ahead, challenges remain including limited parking and high heating costs, which
affect commercial viability.

The long-term future of the Village Hall will depend on continued support from the
community and the Parish Council through engagement, usage, and funding initiatives.

While the Committee remains committed to maintaining the Hall, it recognises that if
challenges persist, future options may need to be considered in consultation with the
community.



